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e TRIMZOM N3 - Come to Pharach. When God chose Moses, he was very refuctant to accept the
mission. He argued with the Almighty, according to our tradition (Shemos Rabbah 3:14), for seven full
days. He considered himself unqualified to be the leader of the people and to confront Pharach; he
was too modest, too humble. Moses said to God: Who am 1, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that T should
take the children of Israel out of Egypt? (3:11)—who ami |, that | am worthy of becoming the redeemer?

God answered him, For I will be with you (3:12). God promised Moses that He would never desert

" him; He would participate in the implementation of the mission, and together they would enter
Pharaoh’s chambers. Therefore, when God instructed Moses to appear before Pharaoh, He used the
imperative bo instead of lech. When Moses addresses Pharaoh, God will be present; when he raises
the staff, God will be with him. In effect, God says, 12 s ~ow §3, Come along with Me to Pharaoh.

i There is a halachic principle involved here. The halachah knows of two kinds of shelichus, two
types of power of attorney and acting by proxy. One type of shelichus is a purely formal-juridic as-
signimen given to a person. 1he other type of shelichus is personalistic and experiential. The former
is a practical institution, designed simply to perform legal transactions by proxy. Quite often, one
cannot attend to business personally, and therefore the halachah provides the opportunity to act

{(, through a proxy, 10 ask someone else to finalize or sanction certain obligations or certain deeds or
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agreements. This type of acting through a proxy is always associated with the absence of the real
owner, for example, Abrahams authorizing his servant to travel to Haran and choose a bride for
Isaac. Once the authority is granted, whatever the agent does is valid.

The second kind of shelichus is personalistic; it is a relationship between two people who aze
united by a bond of Iriendship, two people comumitted to the same destiny, two people sharingin
each other’s travails and joys, two people working for the same cause and confiding in each other,
two people living an open, frank existence. These two people achieve a common identity from the
viewpoint of the halachah. Each of them may act in certain areas on the behalf of the other, even
though the latter is right there and is capable of performing the same deeds on his own, Essentially,
thé shelichus 15 a merger of identty. One acts on behalf of the other iIn the other’ presence.

The.shelichus.ensrusted 10 3 prophet belongs to the second category of personalistic shelichus.
Man unites with God, cleaves to God, and loves God with a great passion. He feels the hot breath of
eternity upon his cold face. He feels the Almighty; he experiences the great sweetness and exalted-
ness engendered by the touch of infinity.

That is why God says mng™7s 5. It is not the formal shelichus wherein [ absent myself and you
do whatever I told you to do. It is the personalistic shelichus, where there is union between Me and

you. My thoughts will become your thoughts, My speech will break through you; therefore, Moses,
you are qualified because I am qualified. <% §3, come with Me, 1 will walk with you, 1 will be
there when you enter the palace, and I will not leave you on your own. You are the shaliach tzibbur,
l'am the tzibbur. 1 am united with you. We will walk together arm in armi, so to speak. Man carnl
come so close 1o the Almighty that he and the Almighty are united—one voice, one feeling, one
experience, finitude somehow embraced by infinity and yet not disappearing. (Festival of Freedom,
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And he turned and left Pharaoh’s presence. Pharaoh’s
servants said to him, “How long will this be a snare for us?
Send out the men that they may serve Hashem, their God!
Do you not yet know that Eqypt is lost?” (10:6-7).

clues us into the basics of human psychology, but we

have to know how to find those insights. Thankfully, the
commentators often do this work for us, as the Ramban does
in Parashas Bo.

The Torah relates that after warning Pharaoh about the
impending makkah of Arbeh (Locusts), Moshe turns and
leaves the palace without waiting for a response,

Apparently bothered by the anomalous mention of this

THERE ARE INSTANCES IN WHICH THE TORAH

seemingly unimportant fact, the Ramban suggests that Moshe

{ was actually tapping into human nature in thé:hopes: of turn-
ing Pharaoh's hearts . A

The Ramban explains that during the makkah of Barad

(Hail), the Egyptians had feared for their lives. Moshe real-

ized that the news that the locusts would eat whatever grain

[(Gstill existed after the hail would throw them into a panic. He

watlted to give the palace officials time to mull over their dire

predicament and advise Pharaoh to finally let the Jews go, so
he turned and left without waiting for their answer.

It turns out that Moshe was correct in his judgment. As

A soon as Moshe‘ left the palace, Pharaoh’s advisers tried to

convince him to allow the Jewish slaves to leave. “Do you

not realize that Egypt is on the verge of being destroyed?”

they asked rhetorically. Pharach actually considered it briefly
and summoned Moshe for negotiations on the terms of thejr

u release, but when Moshe insisted on an unconditional exodus,

Pharaoh once again hardened his heart and refused to let
them go.
Ramban adds that although the Torah only mentions
Moshe turning and leaving after warning about the Locusts,
3\ it is possible that he did the same’ after each makkah, in the
hopés that the Egyptians would discuss it among themselves
and repent. :
Rav Simchah Zissel Broide adds two layers of insight to
this.Ramban.
6 He points out that Moshe had the words 7rx3 Wy Y,
an acronym for the ten makkos, engraved on his staff —
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[ which existed from the time of Creation. W

known that Pharaoh was going to “go the distance” and keep

- ) tmmﬁmm;ues forced
C{) him into submission. How could he think that Pharaoh’s advis-
ers would somehow convince QWT

J ¢ just seven plagues?
P This Ramban is teaching us the power of dlscuss'.]on among

humans,.says. Rav Slmchah lesel A person using hls sohtary
mmay not come to. the truth. -No:matter- how prodigious
one’s intellect is, every person has negius (personal bias) that
W clouds his judgmeni. But when two.or more people sit down -
together and say, “Let’s talk this out” or “Let’s work through. .
this matter together,” amazing things can happen:.If they are-
ready to hash it out, with each one respectfully pointing out -
* the. logical failings of the other and accepting ‘the"_points that-
‘(_; are correct, they can literally change their fate.

The power of discussion and group collabaration is so.
strorig that Moshe Rabbeinu was_hoping that_if_he left the -
Egyptians alone to discuss their predicament, ‘they might "
change their fate by recognizing that they had better call ap -

i endtothe madness before it would be too latez™

Rav Simchah Zissel also points out that Moshe Rabbeinu
could have taken an entirely different tack when he noticed
tha'g__t_lle_: Egyptians’ resolve was starting to crumble. Rather
than turn and walk out of the palace, why didn’t he keep ham-

)4 mering away at them and harpmg on just how foolish it would
‘be to keep testing Hashem?

The Ramban is teaching us yet another insight into human
nature, answers Rav Simchah Zissel. Humans have tremen-
dous inner resistance to outside opinions. No:one likes being:

W tald_what to do. Moshe felt that once he had delivered his
warning, his presence in the palace would only be detrimental.
Rather than focusing on their dire circumstances, the advisers’
egos would kick in, and they would turn against Moshe, feel--
ing the need to reassert their independence from hlm and by .

5&? extension, from Hashem. .

When we put these two human' emotions together, we fi nd:‘_E
ourselves in a terrible dilemma. On one hand, we cannot see
our own faults and foibles. We need others to point out when
our logic is skewed. On the other hand, we have built-in resis-

pll tance to others objectively critiquing our thinking. How do we
surmount this paradox?

Hashem created a solution to this problem: it's called a
spouse, The Ribbono shel Olam had to create someone who is
enaugh not you to be able to see objectively what you cannot

% see, yet is enough you for the resistance to advice from out-

" siders not to kick in. Chazal teach us that ishio k'gufo — a wife
is like one’s own self, which means that the natural tendency
to resist guidance does not have to kick in. At the same time,
a-wife is called an ezer k'negdo because she can be an ezer

e 5,’\ (help) by being k’negdo, standing at enough of a distance to
(‘_5) see through your faulty logic.
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Perhaps this explains a somewhat cryptic statement in the
Talmud ( Yevamos 63a): An Adam (person) who doesn’t have

a wife is not an Adam. @
We cement this concept into our.minds by reciting a bera-
chah under the chuppah and during Sheva Berachos that ends /)
Y with the words: Yotzer haAdam (Who has created an Adam).
Wouldn't it be more appropriate to recite that blessing when a
child is born, or at his bris, or perhaps even at his Bar Mitzvah,
when he becomes an adult? Why wait until someone marries
to praise Hashem for “creating Adam?”
w What the Talmud — and this blessing — teach us is that
a human without a wife is not a full Adam, because he can-
not solve this great conundrum of life, navigating the maze:

of needing an objective outside opinion to whom he does not - rg (:))
have resistance, L/i Fi y

It is only once a person has someone in his life whose
advice he will not spurn that he is considered. a complete
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